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We have unity and peace in Christ. 

The Jews and Gentiles had many differences and reasons to be separated.  
In the OT there were many ceremonial differences and holiness codes that separated 
the Jews and Gentiles.  Much source of divisions came from ethnic distinctions. Many 
commandments separated Israel from the other nations.    Just as the law separated 
people without God, and people to people, a true physical wall separated the Jews and 
non-Jews. 

Different courts of the temple in Jerusalem.   
        A – Gentiles court     B – Women’s court     C – for the lepers    D – for the Jewish people 
In the NT the Jews brought that mindset into relations with fellow new Christians.  This brought 
division with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  There should be no grounds for separation.  
There is to be no “we are better than you”.   
 
God is all about restoration in the relationship  
The gospel of Christ brings us near, peace and restoration for unity. The burden of 
commandments that needed separation was removed with the cross.  The wall of hatred has 
been removed. We have unity and peace in Christ who is our peacemaker.  
You have no part of Christ, no hope if you are outside of Christ.  If you are apart from Christ, 
Jew or Gentile, you are without God.  Jesus brings harmony with God, and with others.   
“We approach the same Father through the same Spirit because of the work of one Savior”   

Discover God Study Bible 
 
He made both groups one, God united us into one body.  One Body of Christ is a new group of 
people, the church.  Gentiles don’t become Jews, the two became the Church.   
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  Now that we are in Christ you don’t need to convert 
to Judaism.  Through Christ we have spiritual circumcision of the heart. We are joined together 
to be the holy temple without walls. New temple a unified people of God, multiethnic community- 
the Body of Christ.    Unity is now available through Christ 
15- Christ created one, peaceful reconciliation. 
16- reconciliation, one body the church humanity and God 
One body, unite, reconciliation, peace, harmony, peacemaker, restoration    verses 
Discrimination, divisions, separations, hostility, walls 
Christ has made restoration in the relationship between us and God  

and between us and others in who are in Christ. 
  We have peace with God, peace with people. 
 
Now to the practical application. 
Social and religious practices divided people. Circumcision was a clear distinction between the 
Jews and Gentiles.  Thus much judgment divisions and hostility came between the people. 
Today we have allowed judgment divisions and hostility came between us and others.  

judgement of color, last name, accent, gender, age.  
Though Christ made restoration between us and others in Christ, 
 we still can bring divisions and hostility with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Though reconciliation with God is a decisive act, and the wall between Christians is gone, yet it 
can be a process of gradual peace because of the layers we put back up.   



Jesus prayed that we would be unified.  Yes denominational differences.  Not all agree on the 
same kind of coffee I like.  We are the corporate body of Christ 
Last week I said, “Be known for love”.  Today “Be known for peace“. 
 
How do we deal with tensions between Christians?  How do we wrestle with real heartfelt issues 
and questions without bring in divisions and hostility with one another? 
Since God is all about Restoration in the relationship, so should we. 
 
How to be a peacemaker. 

Example: Valentine’s Day discussion  
Listen 
   A Don’t just hear them, listen.   

As a Christian I am very concerned about social injustice and will be a voice when 
needed, at times stunned at some of my Christian friends political social media posts.  
More than wishing they were aware if the issues they talk about, I am more horrified and 
sadden by the tone and bitter harshness used even towards brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  We are to strive for peace and unity. 
Listen and don’t dismiss their questions and concerns or statements. 
What was important to Cody or Tony? 
 

   B Listen to understand- listen and think. 
 Grant and Wayne.  Picture of Christianity Today 

What are they wanting to protect? What are they fighting for? 
Dealing with 2 different aspects- both important. 
What was Cody or Tony trying to protect of fight for? 

Refugee topic.  In the news this week 
 Mother Of 4 Defies Deportation Order, Takes Sanctuary In Church 

What really is the issue at hand?   
  Dealing with 2 different aspects- both important. Loving refugees.  Protecting our home. 
Don’t delegitimize fears, questions and concerns. 
Use discussion to run to the Cross. 
What is at stake for the sake of the Gospel?     
What have I done to hurt?  Any sin of mine that is in the way? 

 
 
Ask – good questions to understand.  Ask God to come and break down walls, just as the cross 
reconciled us with God it has the power to do the same we have the HS to make it possible. 
God’s deliverance from our past also has influence for our present problems. 
“If you marched this weekend or wanted to march, why?”  Seek to understand the other person. 
 
Love and Humility – Phil 2:1-5 
Sin brings a distortion to our lives.  
Do we look at with contempt, have discrimination, are we making divisions. 
 
Peacemaker steps –  
 
Pastor Tony 
Seven A’s of Confession 

1. Address everyone involved (All those whom you affected) 
2. Avoid if, but, and maybe (Do not try to excuse your wrongs) 
3. Admit specifically (Both attitudes and actions) 



4. Acknowledge the hurt (Express sorrow for hurting someone) 
5. Accept the consequences (Such as making restitution) 
6. Alter your behavior (Change your attitudes and actions) 
7. Ask for forgiveness 

 
 
Is there a dividing wall of hostility that separates you from God?  Turn to Christ. 
Is there a temporary wall of hostility that separates you from other Christians? Turn to Christ. 
 


